
	 	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Sibertswold Church of England Primary School 
at Shepherdswell.    We are looking forward to working with 
you, supporting your child to grow and develop during their 
time with us.  
 
 
This booklet attempts to provide information that will be 
useful to parents whose children will be in the Foundation 
Stage Class (Mars).  No doubt there will be some aspects 
which the booklet has not covered, in which case please feel 
free to contact the school or discuss these with the 
Foundation Stage Class Teacher during a Home Visit. 
 

  



 
Coming Into School 

 
The door in the Foundation Stage class’ cloakroom is unlocked from 8.50 am every 
morning.  Parents arriving after 9.00 am, are asked to bring their child into school 
through the main entrance. 

 
When children come into the cloakroom they can place their coats and bags on their 
peg.  Lunch boxes can be placed on benches below the coat peg. 
 
In the classroom the children will be able to find their named picture and place it in 
the lunch register box.  For those children having school dinner, please indicate their 
choice of meal on the sheet provided.  
 
Parents are welcome to come into the classroom with their child from 8.50 am – it is 
a good opportunity to see the Class Teacher and to look at their child’s work on 
display. 
 

 
Attendance 
Regular attendance at school is essential for all children to enjoy all of the 
opportunities that school provides for them both socially and educationally. 

 

Once we have agreed that your child is full time in school, we expect them to be in 
school all day, every day.  If, however, your child is not well enough to be in school 
please ring the school office before 10:00 to inform us of this.  On returning to 
school, please send a note to explain your child’s absence.  If possible please make 
any medical appointments outside school hours. 

 

  



 

What does my child need to bring to school? 
 
 

Book Bags 
Book Bags are available from 
the school office, and 
protect the books your child 
brings home from school.  
Letters and notices which 
are sent home are put in 
children’s book bags and 
parents are asked to check 
these on a daily basis to 
make sure they don’t miss 
anything important. Please 
ensure that your child’s book 
bag is clearly named. 
	

PE Kit 
All children will need shorts 
and a T-shirt of their team 
colour for PE.  
 
All items need to be clearly 
named. 
 
Children will not need any 
plimsolls until after the 
Easter holiday, when PE 
lessons will be based outside. 
	

Water Bottle and Snack. 
Children need to bring in a 
bottle of plain water for 
them to drink throughout 
the day.  They may also 
bring in fresh fruit or 
vegetables for a snack at 
morning break.  These will 
be placed in the ‘fruit 
basket’ so will need to be 
named or in a named 
container.  Please do not 
send in cereal or fruit bars 
as an alternative. 

Outdoor Learning Kit 
It would be very useful to 
have a pair of named welly 
boots in school for the 
children to use when we are 
outside.  These can be kept 
in the children’s locker. 
 
We go out for our Forest 
School sessions come rain or 
shine, so children will need 
appropriate outdoor clothing 
when it is our turn.  More 
detailed information will 
follow in September. 
	



Home and School working together 
 

The relationship between school and home is incredibly valuable.  We aim to work 
closely with families to support children in all aspects of their learning and 
wellbeing.  
 
During the year we have a range of opportunities for parents to come into Mars 
class to share play and learning with their child.  These sessions are a great time to 
see what we do during their time at school, and the children enjoy sharing their 
experiences with their parents. 
 
Children are provided with a home/school reading logbook, which is used as a 
means of communication between parent and teacher about a child’s reading.   
Parents are asked to make positive comments within this book and come and see 
the class teacher with any concerns they may have.   
 
Each child will also have a Learning Journal. Every week there will be a newsletter, 
telling you about what we have been learning in class.  There will also be some 
questions and challenges for the children to complete at home.  Not all of the tasks 
need to be recorded, but if the children would like to draw, write or add 
photographs to their Learning Journal, then they are more than welcome. 
 
 
Communication 
Letters and notices that are sent home from the school are usually put in the 
children’s book bag at the end of the school day to pass onto their parents. The 
weekly newsletter is sent home on the first day of the week.  There is also a copy of 
the newsletter on the school website each week. 
 
There is a notice board in the cloakroom with information and notices on.  Parents 
are asked to check this board to keep up to date with things that are going on. 
 
 
Merit Marks 
Linked to the school’s Behaviour policy is a merit mark system.  Every child has their 
own merit card and can be awarded merits for good behaviour, good work, 
politeness, being helpful etc.  When they are awarded a merit it is recorded on their 
merit card.  When a child has 10 merits they have their names entered into the 
‘Merit Book’.  During Friday morning Celebration assemblies the names are read out, 
these children stand up and are applauded.  For each additional 10 merits that they 
gain, children will be congratulated in Celebration Assembly and they will be given 
certificates for 30, 60 and 100 merits.  A note will be sent home to you to let you 
know when your child’s successes will be celebrated in assembly, and you will be 
very welcome to join us during this assembly. 
 
 
 



How can I help before my child starts school? 
 
Speaking and Listening and English 
 
Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing are important skills that are key to 
learning and developing new skills in lots of different areas.  They enable us to 
access all sorts of information and exciting fantasy worlds.  They are also two very 
difficult skills to learn, but with your help and support your child will soon develop 
these abilities. 
 
Below are some activities that can help your child to build their skills.  

Activities for Speaking and Listening 
• Talk with your child as much as possible, answering questions and 

asking about their activities.  Listen carefully to what they have to 
say and encourage your child to listen attentively when necessary. 

• Share watching suitable television programmes together and talk 
about what is happening. 

• Listen to sounds that you hear when you are out and about.  Can 
your child hear loud and quiet sounds, and can they identify sounds 
that they can’t see the source of? 

• Sing traditional nursery rhymes and play with sounds and words.  
Nonsense rhymes can be great fun. 

	

Activities for Reading 
• Let your child see you reading for different purposes.  This could be 

reading a book or magazine for pleasure, or reading instructions for 
a purpose. 

• Share stories with your child, and talk about the book.  Can they 
predict the ending of the story before you get there?   

• Encourage your child to make up stories using their toys, pictures or 
drawing on situations that they find themselves in.  You can make 
any everyday task into a fantastic adventure. 

	

Activities for Writing 
• Let your child see you writing for different purposes.   

• Have a range of materials available for your child to make marks 
with.  Children love to make marks with different pens, chalks etc, 
and use notepads, envelopes etc for their writing. 

• Let your child write freely and get them to ‘read’ it back to you 

• Share writing experiences with your child.  Writing shopping lists, 
birthday cards and letters to Father Christmas are perfect 
opportunities to practice writing skills. 

	



 
  



How can I help before my child starts school? 
 
Maths 
	

The world of mathematics surrounds us all and your child will have a wide range of 
mathematical experiences.  We aim to make as many of our maths activities 
practical and related to ‘real life’ experiences. 
 
Here are some ideas to help you support your child before they start school.  

  

Activities for Understanding Numbers 
• Encourage your child to count objects in different contexts.  You 

could ask them to count out 6 apples in the supermarket or 4 
knives and forks for the dinner table. 

• Sing counting songs (such as 10 green bottles, 5 monkeys bouncing 
on the bed) and get your child to work out which number comes 
next. 

• Count the stairs as you are walking up and down them. 
• Involve your child in any counting and maths problems that you 

come across and talk about what you are doing. 
	

Activities for Understanding Shape, Space and Measures 
• Talk about shapes that you see in the environment. 

• Involve your child with cooking so that they can experience 
measuring using scales, cups or spoons. 

• Use language to describe positions (above, below, next to etc) 
• Involve your child in practical activities involving measuring using 

rulers and tape measures. 
• Talk about the time.  Mention what time things will be happening, 

and refer to clocks when it is appropriate. 
• Involve your child with money and playing with coins.  Playing 

games such as ‘shops’ is a great way to become familiar with coins. 
	




